Common acute lymphoblastic leukemia antigen expression on visceral epithelial cells in several types of glomerulonephritis.
The distribution of a group of glomerular antigens and the composition of deposits was examined by immunoelectron microscopy in patients with idiopathic membranous nephropathy (MN), focal segmental glomerulosclerosis (FSG) and membranoproliferative glomerulonephritis (MPGN). The decrease in expression of common acute lymphoblastic leukemia antigen (CALLA) on glomerular visceral epithelial cells was found in MN and FSG. The loss of CALLA on visceral epithelial cells was typical for immature glomerulus and for this cell culture. On the strength of these results we can suppose that the dedifferentiation of visceral epithelial cells takes place in MN and FSG. It leads to changes in the synthesis of the glomerular basement membrane components.